Introduction

Caples Equestrian Trailhead was cleared, graded,
and prepared in November 2013 by volunteer work
by the Backcountry Horsemen of California, Mother
Lode Unit; and the Elegant Ears Mule Association,
under written permit from the Eldorado National
Forest. Much of the earthwork was performed by
Douglas Veerkamp, with costs of gravel paid by vol-
unteers and equestrian donors. Jere Schaeffer was
the construction manager for Backcountry Horse-
men of California, and a dozen other horsemen were
deeply involved. Hitching posts were installed by
BCHC and EEMA volunteers in May 2015.

The hiker trailhead at Caples Creek Trailhead
does not have sufficient space for parking of horse-
trailers, so it was decided to construct an entirely
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separate trailhead just for horses and mules.

Historically, the Caples Equestrian Trailhead was
originally a log-loading zone for timber companies
in the 1950s through the 1970s.

The Caples Equestrian Trailhead is not a camp-
ground because currently there is no outhouse and
no water-supply. (We are working on this.) Itis
simply a primitive trailhead whereby horse-trailers
can be parked for multi-days while riders are
headed into the high-country of the Sierras. The
Caples Creek Trail connects to the Pacific Crest Trail,
the historic Pony Express Trail, Schneider’s Cow
Camp, Sayles Canyon Equestrian Camp, trails in the
Silver Lake area, and trails in the Kirkwood area
near Carson Pass.

From Kyburz on Highway 50, turn
south onto Silver Fork Road. Itis
paved and full width. Follow this for
about ten miles, past China Flat Camp-
ground, and Silver Fork Campground.

Highway 50

Proceed 0.3-mile past the concrete
bridge across Silver Fork, then follow
the road sign (shown at upper left on
this page) to Caples Equestrian Trail-
head. There are 15 graveled sites for
horse trailers to choose from.

There are no reservations needed,
and there is no cost to park your horse
] trailer at Caples Equestrian Trailhead.
s} £ Bring sufficient horse-water inside

T your trailer. There are no horse water
troughs. In May 2015, Backcountry
Horsemen of California installed a
number of hitching posts and trail
signs.
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Annotated Aerial Photograph of Caples Equestrian Trailhead

This aerial photograph was taken before the 2013 construction of the Caples Equestrian Trailhead,
so not all of the newer roads and trailer-parking pads are evident.

This photo shows the geographic relationship between the horse trailhead (at left) and the hiker
trailhead (at right). They are about 0.7-mile apart. A new connector horse-trail, shown in yellow,
connects the two trailheads, via the 1969-era concrete Fitch Rantz Bridge across Silver Fork. North
of the horse-trail and west of the bridge, notice the exposed surface of Cretaceous granodiorite bed-
rock that was excavated by the glacier that occupied this valley during the Pleistocene Epoch. Look
closely at the bedrock structure and notice the vertical joints in the granodiorite that trend north-
westward. These vertical joints form a spectacular incised gorge along the Silver Fork, as viewed
northward from the deck of the Fitch Rantz Bridge.

The new connector horse-trail, about 0.3-mile in length, was constructed on October 26, 2013 by
volunteer labor from Elegant Ears Mule Association, the Backcountry Horsemen of California
(Mother Lode Unit), and the Eldorado 4-H Club. This short connector trail is much safer than riding
horses down the paved Silver Fork Road.

There is a new toilet at the Caples Creek hiker trailhead, and a new bulletin board with trail maps.
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Photographs of the Caples Equestrian Trailhead with 15 parking spaces for horse-trailers

Photographs of the new connector trail that leads across the bridge, and then to the
hiker trailhead for Caples Creek.

Comprehensive GoogleEarth Album of Photographs of Caples Equestrian Trailhead

Three albums of GPS-tagged photographs have been posted onto GoogleEarth for this trailhead,
and each site-photo is plotted on an aerial photograph for map reference:

For the 15 Caples Equestrian Trailhead parking locations: 47 photos, including the driveway
http://www.panoramio.com/user/1521778/tags/Caples%20Equestrian%20Trailhead%3B%20Silver%20Fork%200f%20the%20American%20River

For the 0.3-mile short Connector Horse Trail to the bridge across Silver Fork: 22 trail photos
http://www.panoramio.com/user/1521778/tags/Caples%20Connector%20Trail%3B%20Silver%20Fork%20area

For the Caples Creek Hikers and Mountain Bikers Trailhead with Outhouse: 6 photographs
http://www.panoramio.com/user/1521778/tags/Caples%20Creek%20Trailhead%3B%20Eldorado%20National%20Forest




Geology of the Caples Equestrian Trailhead area

The bedrock of this area is composed of granodiorite, a gray plutonic rock of the Cretaceous Pe-
riod. (Map symbol: Kclg and pink color; K = Cretaceous, cl = Caples Lake, and g = granodiorite) Itis
exposed in some road-cuts along Silver Fork Road. It has vertical joints that trench northwest, and
therefore the NW-azimuth of Silver Fork is controlled by the structure of the bedrock.

Overlying the granitic bedrock are rhyolite tuffaceous rocks; these volcanic rocks are Oligocene to
Miocene in age. Most of these relatively softer volcanic rocks were stripped away during Pleistocene
glaciation. (Map symbol: @Mvr and orange color; v = volcanic rock and r = rhyolite)

Several ridges above the valley are composed of andesite and dacite lahars, flows, and breccias;
these volcanic rocks are of Miocene age. (Map symbol: Mva and dark yellow color; v = volcanic rock,
and a = andesite.

During the Pleistocene Epoch, the entire Tahoe Basin and the Sierra Nevada range was glaciated
by several pulses of ice, named the Tioga Glaciation and the Tahoe Glaciation. Glacial outwash depos-
its (map symbol: Qg) are evident down to about elevation 5,700 feet near the Silver Fork Camp-
ground, slightly lower in elevation than the Caples Equestrian Trailhead. These glacial deposits are
composed of distinctive rounded boulders, plus rounded cobbles and coarse sands. Glacial deposits
form a thin veneer of heterogeneous soil in the equestrian trailhead, mostly coarse sands with peb-
bles and cobbles. Modern sheet-flow erosion has reworked these glacial deposits to form colluvium
(a hillside gravity and sheet-wash soil over 3 feet in thickness), and it is also found as alluvium along
ephemeral stream channels (such as the west side of the equestrian trailhead.)

Silver Fork Road shown in blue line.
Caples Equestrian Trailhead
shown by blue square.

Geologic Map of

Caples Equestrian Trailhead

Qg = Quaternary glacial deposits

. Mva = Miocene volcanics; andesite and
dacite lahars, flows, breccias

OMvr = Oligocene to Miocene volcanics;

mostly rhyolite tuff
B i s 1 508 Gl g Kclg = Granodiorite of Caples Lake;
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Caples Creek Hiker Trailhead

There is no space for horse trailer parking at the hiker trailhead. Equestrians will pass through
here, so these photographs will assist with visual familiarity. On weekends in the summertime,
this hiker & mountain-biking parking lot for sedans and SUVs is often quite crowded.

The USFS signs indicate that only equestrians, hikers, and mountain bikers are allowed.

No motor vehicles are allowed (no motorcycles, no quads).

Study the USFS trail map that is mounted on the bulletin board. Using your iPhone, take close-
up photographs of the trail system (if you forgot to bring a printed map with you.)
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There is a vault toilet on the western side of Caples Creek hiker trailhead.
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U.S. Forest Service map centered on the Silver Fork drainage.

In the center of the map, look for the Silver Fork USFS campground. East of there is a red and
white symbol TH for trailhead. This is the Caples Creek hiker trailhead.

The USFS map was prepared before the Caples Creek Equestrian Trailhead was constructed in
2013, so it is not shown.

Using logging roads, notice that it is possible to connect to Packsaddle Pass and the Pony Express
National Historic Trail on Highway 50 and the South Fork of the American River.

SRR ¥ P
“orni-L £ =
11N30
e .
] s

I ai
7

()
&

e
“

& A

e e
Zhnet =l e | B ANS ) "

&Y C\) 10N27] R\ e 16 ) e < s
e—7"Fhk/ L = i

(4 =

foh M |
518019 |y
L

Lo i
ey | 5 [ S Lty o N AN A T ‘
Sﬁjf i\ s LEn, b > =EL L 1§ N s A8 2ol
= Y BM ; | /A N T 5 \ / R Sy } 3 Ml:?rtln 915«'}:!"
> o 130~ N . Pointzef |
|, horgotle 3 fey N -
\—"{{-’Eﬁ;g;%atqvg g e HORSE
. & A O s
B T : Lo P PvSEr Gl Thyp
. /\Silver LaK 1. _"%‘HHFGTQGSOH P
\ «4” o5l r L \. a1 West o g LEr SlUleR\LAKIEu
Wi { ampg’ 5 ] by /. Mo |
e { ) & oy S Ve ﬂ/ \K G I'JS;]'R
: Al ! Il oL Tl N

I E?EQQ o
M art\‘i’lg’pur' —.TWO\""S'.J
" M. Sentinels =

TR N 9._?&___:
({0 N “ﬁf{;mp'Si've
- SA)

LA
NG
YONTN Y

T Sice ;
i spiger Can - i
Ao e,

; ;‘\'[I}SYCDCI:I.&En

s = \\ 5 ; 1 3 % "
1 AN Sl
15 Buckskin Joe - | [ N a2 vu : - - _ Uhicarn
< Spr te S‘r’ o & < e 2 il Nl__:)ﬂ\\ \{H‘
il . N e B
‘ £ o e . 10 : _ diad
' i

a0 , o —— /&
L i "~ SNofARK SHOPROCK . A e
/ o ) s Tt - 22{;'5 il 5 e = )!m\ﬁl%s;eé}’
~/{can Q JEI ¥ 12 ! 904 Trading Post sl
? o & o gt “Isitel 4
= e |
Gl A s A




peoy paAed
%404 19AlIS

KemysiH
wouy

eale }9al) sajden
9y} 1o} dejp |ledL




